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Hope
Martin Bunkum
CleerwayCommunity Church

Here we are facing the second Easter with
Covid restrictions in place!

It has been a long year, a dark season for all humanity. In fact if
we were to compare the year to one of our four seasons, I would
suggest we have been in a long winter! Is there any hope? Yes I
believe there is, remember the season that follows winter is
spring. I believe humanity is on the verge of entering the new
season of spring. Spring always offers us hope. At this time of
year everything in the garden starts to “spring” into life, the
flowers and shrubs can cheer us with their colour, as we say
goodbye to winter. Birds have started to prepare their nest,
newborn lambs are appearing in the fields. It’s great having more
daylight hours, warmer days and hopefully some dry weather.

Easter is a time of great hope. Jesus who was dead on the first
Good Friday came back to life on Easter Sunday. Imagine the
shock that the first disciples had when he appeared to them.
People never come back after they die! Jesus did, the impossible
became a reality.

Here we are in spring 2021 we have a vaccine, we have a greater
understanding to the virus. As long as we all work together we
will win. Jesus taught us to love another, love is the strongest



emotion in the world. Love will enable us to have the victory.
Love to you all Martin
At Cleerway Community Church we haven’t met on a Sunday
morning for over a year. We are preparing to open again from
Sunday 18thApril at 10.30am in St Cleer Memorial Hall. Social
distancing measures will be in place and we will be asking
people to book their seats in advance. Personally I am looking
forward to meeting again and we will be thinking about the
subject of “Revival”. To book your seats contact me by email
mbunkum@hotmail.com or text 07817465554.
We will continue our online presence as I know many people
aren’t able to meet in person are grateful of this facility.

Click here for The Face Book Page

Or Click here for Videos



Rev Becca Bell
Well that was quite the year…I am sure
you might agree that this year has felt
like one of the longest years ever,
whilst still flying past quick.

For me this last year has been one of
the hardest. Like pretty much
everyone else we’ve had some

obstacles to deal with as a family. But work has been
incredibly hard too. It was exhausting and very challenging to
work out how to get worship to work on zoom. It was a
challenge to make sure we were all set so that if key folk in
PCC’s died during the pandemic, we could still access
accounts and and contingency plans. We also faced a huge
drop in income with very little drop in our outgoings. This
time a year ago a few spring storms blew up and slates came
down from the roof of St. Mary’s, Merrymeet and we were
faced with the reality that we were unable to afford to
continue to patch the roof (huge thanks to the family who
have agreed to underwrite those costs for the next few years
to buy us time as we work out what the way forward is for
the church at Merrymeet). We had just started a fab youth
initiative in the September and this was ground to a halt
(although we took it onto zoom for the summer). And trying
to do funerals well with restrictions has been a huge
challenge and I’ve felt my effectiveness has been diminished
which has been really hard.

And then there has been the debate over how/when/why to
open church buildings! Initially the government shut churches
and the decision was made for us. Then it was realised that
this was a dangerous precedent to set. Think for a moment
about when other governments in history have shut down



places of worship! So, going forwards the onus was on
churches to decide for themselves what was most important
in their local context. And it is important to remember that
the guidances from government was also applying to other
faiths. Muslims, for example, place a very high emphasis on
gathering for prayers regularly. In the Christian faith this has
always been much more of a luxury.

As we get to Easter we will be remember the first disciples
who huddled in secret in locked rooms to pray, and then even
after they “came out” and began to preach more openly after
Pentecost, it was usually in homes and public markets, rather
than places of worship. Our church buildings are a beautiful
luxury which we have grown to appreciate all the more this
last year, but we need to be careful not to attach significance
to prayer and worship inside buildings which is based more in
tradition and our own experience, than in theology or
essential need. Our buildings have huge significance as a
visual sign of the presence of the Church (God’s people) in
our communities, and they are convenient in sheltering us
when we gather to worship (just one aspect of our life as
Church), but they are not essential. Our church buildings
have huge significance as places of historic interest, and as
places of prayer. Places that have been a site for worship and
prayer for so many centuries are “thin places”; places where
we may sense God with us more readily. But on Good Friday
we also remember the curtain ripping in two; the moment
when God signalled to Her creation that She is present to us
all everywhere. We do not need a temple.

One of the huge advantages to this last year has been the
way in which Church has been forced to find other ways to be
present to people. I’ve had more opportunities than ever to





St Cleer Parish Council
Website

For a l is t ofyourParishCouncillors and
contact detailsClick Here

slip back to what was. We need to take forwards all that we

have learnt and gained.

As we tentatively resume worship inside our buildings (and

it is lovely to see each other in person, albeit 2m away and

in masks!), let’s be aware that we have all experienced this

last year very differently, and we have grown and

journeyed forwards. Let’s remember that our worship is not

for us, or to make us feel better; it is for God: We are

God’s Church. We are tired, we are worn out, we are

bruised by this last year, but we are God’s Church. That has

never changed or been diminished this last year. In fact, it

has been magnified by our persistence to continue

worshipping, and to continue seeking God!



During this current crisis the Foodbank will
be delivering all food parcels to the homes of

those referred to us. Please contact the
agency best placed to help with your crisis
and they will either issue an E-voucher code

or will contact us for you.
The Foodbank will be open for food

donations ONLY.

Please consider how
you can help the Foodbank continue into the future.
Would you like to become a ‘Friend of Foodbank’ with a
regular monthly cash donation of say £3 or £5?
Currently the running costs of the Foodbank amount to
£1,500 per month. For more information Click Here

Collection Box at Back of Church For Food Donations



Anna Chaplaincy
John Tootell

Anna Chaplaincy was established in Alton, Hampshire by the
Bible Reading Fellowship, The Gift of Years, who appointed
Debbi Thrower as the first Anna Chaplain to older people
living with dementia in 2010.

I was commissioned as a Lead Anna Chaplain for the
Dartford area in 2017 by Bishop James Langstaff when I was
living in Kent. I had heard about the Alzheimer Societies,
Dementia Friends initiative so decided to enroll. Soon after I
completed a further course with them and became a
Dementia Champion.

I then started looking into dementia friendly churches and
was introduced to Julia Burton-Jones in the spring of 2015.
Julia had been appointed as a Dementia Specialist Project
Officer for the Rochester Diocese and I became a founder
member of the Steering Group that she was organising.

My next step was to set up and run a Memory Café at St
Edmunds church in Dartford, along with leading other Anna
Chaplains and Anna Friends in the work they were doing in
nursing homes and memory cafés.

What is an Anna Chaplain to older people?

• Anna Chaplaincy is an ecumenical, community-based
and person-centered approach to supporting older
people spiritually. 1



• Chaplains make no distinction between people as churchgoers
or non-churchgoers, as people of faith or no faith at all. 2

• It is person-centered in the sense of focusing on a person’s
need in a non-judgmental way, recognising the importance of
acknowledging the world from the perspective of that person. 3

• It is for the coming alongside older people; their relatives,
care professionals and volunteers. 4

Why Anna?

The name Anna was chosen because of its echoes of Anna the
prophetess who after being widowed remained in the temple
‘worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day’ and preached about
redemption to anyone who was prepared to listen. She along with
Simeon recognised the baby Jesus as the Messiah, and the fulfilment
of God’s promises. Luke 2: 36-38

I am now in the process of organising Anna Chaplaincy with Rev
Becca here in the Tribute Cluster. If you feel drawn to this type of
ministry and would like some more information then please get in touch
with me at john_tootell@hotmail.com, or you can have a look at the
Anna Chaplaincy web site at www.annachaplaincy.org.uk

Notes

1,2,3,4 From the Anna Chaplaincy Handbook.

3 The term ‘Person-Centered’ was coined by Professor Tom Kitwood
while working with people living with dementia.



St Cleer Snippets
With Duncan Paul Matthews
In March 1942 the BBC made a request on both the 6.00pm and
9.pm Radio News bulletins for Snapshots of Listeners Pre-War
Holidays on the Coast of France.

Within a couple of days the Admiralty had received over 300.000
envelopes and over ten Million photographs and albums from
Listeners all that would be returned and those of particular value
copied.

From these the D-Day Planners were able to assess the
topography of the area, the steepness of the beaches for Landing
Craft, the softness of the sands on those beaches and access by
foot soldiers and vehicles to gain an immediate unrestricted
bridgehead in-land from the shore through harbours and river
inlets, noting hidden obstructions and hazards all taken from the
background to such family photographs.

(Taken from the book:‘D-Day Girls’ by Sarah Rose, Pages 6 &
7).

**************

In contrast to that, after all hostilities of WW2 had ceased, maps
were found in the German Archives of ‘Liskeard’ along with lists
of names and addresses of maybe collaborators supportive of a
German Occupation and those persons to be ‘eliminated’ who
might oppose them! ( Taken from: Churchill’s secret Army)

**************
The latest edition of the London Cornish Association Newsletter,
(Spring 20210 (Page 6) refers:

In Pelynt it is quietly celebrated that the family of ‘Samuel
Clemens’ emigrated to the Mid-West of America. ‘Sam’ changed
his name to ‘Mark Twain’ and became America’s most famous
and enduring storyteller – an art possibly influenced by the droll
tellers and bardic traditions of his native S/E Cornwall.

There tez - Yeghas da



Found in a book by Kathleen Hawkes about the weather
is the following poem for Candlemas each 2nd
February:

If Candlemas be find and clear,

There will be two winters in one year,

But if Candlemas bring cloud and rain,

Winter is gone and will not come again.

Friday’s weather is Sunday’s weather,

The Cat sneezing is a sign of rain,

Rain will follow if the Woodpecker calls,

Mackerel sky, no 12 hours dry!

A sunshine shower will not last an hour

Mist on the Moor, bring sun to the door,

Mist on the hill bring water to the mill.

When Caradon is capped and St Cleer hooded,

Liskeard will soon be flooded!

Taken from the Par Parish Magazine with St Blaise
Beacon for Feb/Mar 2021.



Well Well Well / Pilgrims with
Picnics Phil Shute
Weekly I continue to compile a hagiography of all the Saints to
whom our churches in Devon and Cornwall are dedicated. I had a
“moment” this week; I realised I had to go back to basics when I
could not name the 12 Apostles of Jesus and knew even less of
what became of them. I should not have felt deficient: a theological
debate continues to date! In the Acts of the Apostles (including the
Apocrypha) we go up to 70 Apostles!
Here goes:
Simon. Known as Simon in the Gospels of Mark and Luke; Simon-
Peter in Matthew’s and John’s Gospels and Peter in “Acts”.
Originally a fisherman (with his brother Andrew) became the first
Bishop of Rome. He was crucified in Rome AD64-68 aged mid
sixties under Nero’s persecutions.
Andrew. Simon-Peter’s brother. Born 5-10AD. Was a disciple of
John the Baptist before being Jesus’ “first called” disciple. Had a far
ranging ministry, reaching the Ukraine. Martyred c. 60-65AD in
Patras, Greece.
James. Brother of John, son of Zeberdee. There were two Apostles
called James, this is the “Greater” but this implies height or age and
which is the greater or lesser has never accurately been declared!
Accompanied Jesus at the Transfiguration and Resurrection.
Managed to live in Jerusalem comfortably with both Christians and
Jews, so quite a diplomat. Thought to have been a spiritual advisor
to St Peter. Ultimately martyred however.
John. Brother to James and the youngest Apostle. Also the oldest
since he alone avoided martyrdom. Lived to 93-94 before a natural
death, possibly in Ephesus.
Philip. Companion to Bartholomew, possibly both from Cana and
present at the “First Miracle”. Ministry shared with his sister
Miriamne and St Bartholomew. Preached throughout Greece,
Phrygia and Syria. Martyred in Anatolia but very aged c. 80AD. Was
crucified upside down alongside St Bartholomew, but preached on
the cross which resulted in Bartholomew being released!
Bartholomew. Referred to as Nathaniel in John’s Gospel. Shared a
ministry with Philip. After being released from crucifixion met a
terrible martyrdom being flayed alive before he was beheaded.
Usually depicted carrying his own skin draped over his arm and
carrying a flaying knife.



Thomas. Also called Didymus in John’s Gospel. Famously
“doubted” Christ’s Resurrection until he saw the wounds.
Travelled extensively in his ministry possibly to China but
certainly to India where he was martyred near Chennai in AD 72.
Matthew. Mostly militant in a ministry among the Jews of Judea
but seemingly travelled to Ethiopia. Said to have been martyred
in the persecutions of Herod Agrippa, but possibly in Ethiopia.
James. Son of Alphaeus and probably therefore identified as
James the Less. Martyred AD 62 possibly also in the
persecutions of Herod Agrippa by stoning, though other theories
suggest he was crucified in Egypt.
Thaddeus. Otherwise named Lobbaeus or Judas the Zealot
(Matthew’s Gospel) or Jude in John’s Gospel. His ministry
ranged through the Near and Middle East, possibly North Africa.
Probably companion to Simon the Apostle (Simon the Zealot in
Luke’s Gospel and “Acts”). It seems likely they were martyred
together in Beirut AD65. Their remains are interred alongside
each other in St Peter’s Basilica in Rome.
Simon (the Zealot). As per Thaddeus.
Judas Iscariot. The infamous betrayer of Jesus. He “gave up”
Jesus to the authorities for “30 pieces of silver”. When he learned
of the Crucifixion he is said to have hung himself and priests took
the silver to purchase a field to form a graveyard. There is much
debate and attempts to rehabilitate Judas Iscariot: perhaps he
was instructed to act thus by Jesus himself so the prophesy
would be fulfilled.
I feel better-informed now but I am continually amazed by the
millennia of research bringing us this far. The Canonical Gospels
diverge over events and Apocrypha, more so. The Acts along
with the Gospels never attempted to compile a history of
Christianity, merely attest to events. History has been attempting
to draw together a narrative ever since.



Community Church
Please Check the Facebook
Page or Website for details of
services During Covid 19

Each week we will be praying
for everyone who lives in St

Cleer parish.
If you would like specific prayer
please text or phone Martin

07817465554.



Are you in the St Cleer Area?
Would you like to talk to someone?
Do you need some shopping?

Call

Penny Gregory 346868
Becca Dickson 07542144995
Martin Bunkum 07817465554

Suzanne Horsfield 01579 347151
Linda Losty 07733298969

They are happy to give you a ring for a chat
or led a hand if you need shopping. Or need

shopping organised



Its all change in local government 6th May 2021 when the
local elections are planned in the UK;

you have up to 8th April to apply to be a Councillor for St
Cleer!

To be eligible you must satisfy the following criteria:

1. On the current electoral register for the Parish/Ward (on-
going requirement; you are required to remain on the
register throughout your term of office) https://www.gov.uk/
register-to-vote AND

2. Have lived in the parish or within 3 miles of the parish
boundary during the whole of the 12 months before the day
of nomination & election OR

3. Main place of business during the last 12 months before
the day of nomination & election is based in the parish OR

4. Occupy as owner or tenant property within the parish for
12 months before the day of nomination & election AND

5. Apply https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/council-and-
democracy/councillors-and-democracy/be-a-councillor/
?fbclid=IwAR0Rjl6iQXT1sXBDwAWyW5-
0DKpxhy9fXyafuHfolgHV3iBj0NBk8LcYZfw

There is plenty of information available about being a
councillor, applying and the elections on line. Being a
Councillor can be a very rewarding voluntary role which will
require you to attend meetings, read, prepare and contribute
to the decisions made at meetings. Depending on your level
of involvement the time taken varies considerably but has
been estimated to be at least 10 hours a month.

ST CLEER PARISH COUNCILLOR - JOB DESCRIPTION http://
www.stcleerparishcouncil.gov.uk/
Being_a_Councillor_34398.aspx



Responsible to: The Parish Council and its electors
(not party political)

Responsible for: Effective leadership to foster the
interests of their electors and Parish

Role Purpose to: Represent the views of Parishioners
within and outside the Parish.

Main Duties and Responsibilities

1. To participate constructively in the government of St Cleer
Parish

2. To participate fully in the formation and scrutiny of the
Parish Council’s policies, budgets, strategies and service
delivery including the ‘Parish Plan’.

3. To ensure, with other Councillors, that the Parish Council
is properly managed.

4. To keep up to date with significant developments affecting
the Parish Council at local, regional and national levels.

5. To promote the economic, social and environmental well-
being of the Parish taking account of the strategic effects on
other communities and the Parish Council as a whole.

6. To represent effectively the interests of St Cleer and deal
with Parishioners enquiries, representations and complaints.

7. To represent the whole electorate; listen, and then
represent the views of the whole
community when discussing council
business and working with outside
bodies

8. To take an active part in the Parish
Council’s arrangements to build
community capacity and promote
measures that contribute to the
Parish Council’s Vision.



9. To attend Parish Council meetings.

10. To prepare for meetings and being properly informed
about the issues to be discussed.

11. To take part in meetings and form sound judgements
based on what is best for the community and then abide
by majority decisions.

12. To represent the Parish Council on outside bodies to
which the Councillor is appointed including the Standards
Committee and Governing Bodies.

13. To maintain proper standards of behaviour as an
elected representative of the people. https://
www.cornwall.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/councillors-
and-democracy/standards-committee-information/
standards-in-public-life/

14. To fulfil the statutory and locally determined
requirements of an elected member of a Local Authority
and the Parish Council, including compliance with all
relevant codes of conduct and maintaining high ethical
standards, (including not disclosing confidential
information and not using council resources for political
purposes or for any other reason unless agreed by the
Council)

15. To participate effectively as a member of any
committee or working party to which the Councillor is
appointed.

16. To contribute constructively to open government and
democratic renewal to actively encourage to the Parish to
participate generally in the government of the area and
provide access to information where appropriate.

17. To uphold the Parish Council’s Standing Orders,
Financial Regulations and ethical standards (ensuring that
the impartiality of council staff is not compromised).

18. To produce an annual report to enhance their
accountability to the public by providing details of official
activities and the contribution made to the effective
operation of the Parish Council.



Life in the countryside is changing

One thing you can say about living in the
countryside is that it is full of challenges.
COVID has seen our working practices change
with more people working from home,
consequently there is greater demand for fast
broadband. House prices are creeping up as
others want to live here, and rents have
reached a level that is unsustainable for local

people

David Ambler and I have been out talking to residents. The
variety of concerns raised by people reflect where they live and
their stage of life. For some, as the rental market shrinks and
house sales boom, there is a shortage of affordable housing,
other people have mentioned the state of the roads and drains
following a wet winter, and others have highlighted litter. I
raised all of these issues at the Parish Council meeting last
night and the responses that I have received from Cornwall
Council are in the minutes. More affordable houses are being
built in the parish right now. Incidentally, if you wish to become
a Parish Councillor and have a positive impact on local issues,
then contact the Clerk or search for an application pack on
Cornwall Council's website.

Writing these short articles over the last four years has always
allowed for a moment of reflection on life in this parish. The
collection of historic villages that make up the Parish of St Cleer
gives it a strong sense of its own identity. I have spent many
happy years working in the parish, and have got to know many
residents. I hope we all keep in touch. This will be my last
bulletin as your Cornwall Councillor and I have to say thank-you
to you all, and to Julia and my family for their support.

Meur ras/Thank-you
Martin Eddy
Lib Dem Cornwall Councillor
e.mail: martin.eddy@cornwallcouncillors.org.uk
Tel: 07453 295622 / 01208 821613
Should you have a problem or need help, please don't hesitate
to contact me.



Dear All,
A few of you would already have seen me as I

walk around the roads of St Cleer and the surrounding villages
canvassing for the upcoming election.

It has been a great time to get out to meet residents and hear your
views, whilst also enjoying the beautiful countryside and
businesses of the area.

The moors are an area I know well, having spent a year of my
childhood in Tremar, and many weekends exploring the industrial
heritage of the mines like South Caradon, Phoenix and Marke
Valley.

It is the residents that make the area so special, and I look forward
to meeting many more of you over the next few weeks. It will be a
privilege to attend your parish council meetings, should I be
successful at the election on May 6th.

Lastly, having worked at polling stations, can I remind
everyone to check you are registered to vote, or
requested a postal vote should you want one. This is
especially important if you have recently moved into the
area.

Cornwall Council election services can be called on,
Tel: 0300 1231 115, or their website is:
www.cornwall.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/elections/

Many thanks for your time in reading this.

David Ambler.
Liberal Democrat Candidate



For many years I have been part of a small
group of parishioners that ‘litter pick’. For
Mother’s Day I was lucky enough to be given a
lightweight trolley to help me cart my black
bags around. I used to leave them on the side
of the road once filled and then go around

collecting them in the car. This trolley has been amazing!
Recently a group has started up in Caradon called ‘The
Wombles’. This is made up of all age groups......small children
with parents, people just out walking, school children, running
groups...lots of different people but all with one thing in
mind....’cleaning up our area’. We are fortunate to live in a
beautiful place and yet people litter the moors, villages and town
with their
rubbish. Why?
Too lazy to take
it home, not
enough bins,
lack of education
about
littering...there
are lots of
reasons. The
point is we are
ALL responsible
in trying to keep
our areas clean.
I suppose what
I’m trying to say is IF everyone were to pick up their rubbish, or if
they see someone drop rubbish...gently let them know...’Excuse
me, I think you’ve dropped something’! They might be inclined to
pick it up. We all need to take responsibility for where we live.
We have dog bins, the PC even put bottles with dog poo bags on
lampposts around the village and yet I picked up in excess of 15



bags of poo that had been beautifully
bagged and then thrown into the hedge
or shoved in a bush! It gives dog
owners a bad name and it isn’t nice to
see our countryside littered with little
plastic bags!
I’m asking if we could all be aware of
where we throw or drop our rubbish.
Please let’s all work together to keep our
Parish clear of rubbish! Become a
womble...the more people litter picking
the better.
Let’s be proud of where we live.
Suz



Recipes from a Cornish Kitchen
BRIDAL SLICES

I have had this recipe forever and have no idea where it came
from [but believe it could be of Cornish origin, but do not know
for sure] or why it is called Bridal Slices. We were talking
about it the other day because my daughter remembers
making and eating it as a child. So that is at least over *****
years! So I thought it time to repost with a new bake and pics.
It is pretty impressive and very easy, but putting the pastry lid
on can be tricky, just take your time and carefully measure.
I am using a 10” x 15” x 1” large Swiss roll type tin, oiled. The
recipe can easily be halved and use a smaller tin.
Cut 8 slices off a [not new] loaf of bread. You need a proper
loaf, homemade or uncut farmhouse etc. [I make my own
bread]. Then soak the slices for at least an hour in a water and
milk mix.
Meanwhile make up a batch of Ruff Puff Pastry.
1 lb Plain Flour, salt, 4 oz lard, 4 oz butter. Roughly rub in and
mix with very cold water. Just enough to bring it all together,
plus don’t work it too much. Rest the pastry in the fridge for at
least an hour.
That’s the prep. When you return to the kitchen, roll out just
over half of the pastry and line the base of the tin, trim. Then
carefully measure the inside of the tin and roll out the
remainder to fit.
Take a large bowl and mix together:
1lb of any dried fruit, eg sultanas, raisins, currants, maybe a
little chopped peel
1lb of soft dark brown sugar - or light, or muscovado sugar
a little mixed spice [optional]
Make sure all the sugar lumps are gone. Then squeeze out the
bread and get rid of as much liquid as you can. Tip the soggy
bread into the fruit and sugar and mix well, making sure all the
white bits are incorporated, then add a large beaten egg. Mix
really well.
Tip all of this onto the pastry base, then cover with the pastry



lid. Fold the outer pastry over the lid and press with a fork.
Brush the whole with beaten egg for a nice gloss and prick with
a fork.

Bake for about 1 hour 10 mins in a preheated oven 210 Deg C,
turning down to about 190 after 15 mins.
Cool in the tin for 10 mins. Place the tray on a cooling rack. Put
some kitchen paper on top, then another rack upside down, on
that. Quickly flip over, holding the two racks together tightly.
Take the tin off and flip back, reversing the racks. Then you can
slice. You can slice in the tin too, if you wish. Very yummy.
Keeps well too, in an airtight tin for several days.



Cleerway Community Church

Please check the Facebook
Page or Website for details of

services During Covid 19

Pastor Martin is posting periodic videos on the
'Pastor's Blog' page.

Rebecca Dickson is posting mid-week video blogs
on the 'Bec's Blog' page.

https://www.cleerway.org.uk


